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L O W E R  S O U T H  I S L A N D  
S C H O O L  U P D A T E 

Special Olympics New Zealand 

Regional Sports Coordinator 

Jan Aitken   cannot believe the 

year is half way through     

already, summer has quickly     

disappeared and winter sports 

are well underway! 

Our secondary schools          

programme in the Lower 

South Island has expanded 

this year into Central Otago, 

South    Canterbury and North 

hǘŀƎƻΦ  ²ŜΩǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ 

bocce and indoor bowls to our  

programme. 

A number of students who 

competed the Otago 2009        

athletics event went on to 

compete in the Otago, Otago/

Southland and South Island 

Secondary School  Athletics 

Champs earlier this year.  

They have now qualified to 

attend the Secondary Schools 

Nationals in  Hastings at the 

end  of  the  year .                   

Congratulations and best 

wishes from us all at Special 

Olympics New Zealand. 

Athletes also competed in 

ǊƻŀŘ ǊŜƭŀȅΩǎΣ ŎǊƻǎǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ 

events, the Independence 

Games and much more.  A 

very busy start to the year 

indeed. 

Three of our local clubs are 

offering new sports for their 

athletes this year, Otago - 

football and indoor bowls, 

Southland -  basketball in 

partnership with Southland 

Basketball  Association and 

Central Otago - football.  

South Canterbury club are 

relaunching themselves next 

month with an AGM and a 

wishlist of sports codes. 

Term three, Special Olympics 

New Zealand Secondary 

Schools programme are  

b r ing ing  a  foo tba l l               

tournament to Gore for the 

first time, we hope to see you 

there. 

Tessa, Ashleigh and Isaac,           

competing at the secondary schools 

tenpin bowling ribbon day, Oamaru 

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S :  F O R  T E R M  T H R E E 

DATE EVENT VENUE 

18 Aug 2010 Special Olympics NZ Southland Secondary Schools   

Unified Football Ribbon Day 

Gore Multi Sports Complex 

15 Sep 2010 Special Olympics NZ Otago Secondary Schools Football 

Ribbon Day 

Edgar Centre, Dunedin 

16/17 Sep 

2010 

Special Olympics NZ South Canterbury Secondary 

Schools  Unified Indoor Bowls Ribbon Day 

Timaru (TBC) 

21 Sep 2010 Special Olympics NZ Central Otago Secondary Schools   

Unified Indoor Bowls Ribbon Day 

Cromwell Community Hall 
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Left: Anna Freeman, Mt Aspiring College, Wanaka, Middle: Mitchiu Kosaki, Wakatipu High School & Aad Van Leeuwen,       

Alexandra District Bowling club, Right: Students & supporters from Wakatipu High School, Mt Aspiring College and Roxburgh 

Area High School, with Alexandra District and Cromwell Bowling club members. 

Thanks to Kellie Bailey from Mt    

Aspiring College the inaugural     

Special Olympics New  Zealand   

Secondary Schools Programme was 

launched with an Indoor Bowls    

ôFundayõ in Cromwell during May.  

Nine students and their supporters 

from three schools came together 

along with indoor bowlers from     

Alexandra District and Cromwell   

Indoor Bowling clubs, which          

culminated in a day of learning, 

laughing and sharing of stories. 

We plan to come together again in 

September for a Ribbon Day and a 

shared lunch.  If you missed out on 

the above event we would             

welcome you along and encourage 

you to touch base with one of the 

schools who competed or Jan Aitken 

from Special Olympics New Zealand 

to register your interest.   

Competition will be tough as we 

have been talking with schools who 

attended and they are in training! 

After a successful Secondary Schools 

event in Timaru during term one,      

Timaru Girls High Schools Joy    

OôConner asked if we would run a   

tenpin bowling event in Oamaru.  With 

the request on board we took term 

twoôs event to Oamaru and did just that 

- competed in a tenpin bowling ribbon 

day. Six schools with supporters,     

parents and caregivers had a morning 

of celebrating their students/childôs 

abilities and successes.    

Lots of fun was had along with some      

serious bowling with Jane Gillan 

(TGHS), Tegan Johnston (EOHS) and 

Karla Rendall (STKV) all bowling three 

strikes - thank you to Dave from     

Captains Alley for providing prizes for 

these shot bowlers!    

Post event, Waitaki Girls High School 

hosted Timaru Girls High School to 

share lunch where friendships were 

rekindled and well cemented - thank 

you to Shona and your team at Waitaki 

Girls High School. 

Next term an indoor bowls ribbon day 

is being planned - this will take place to 

help celebrate the relaunch of Special 

Olympics South Canterbury club.  The 

club AGM is taking place on Thursday 

the 22nd of July, 7:30pm, at the Netball 

Court Pavilion in Timaru you are all 

very welcome to attend.   

Freya Plumridge-Frew, WGHS, 

reading the athletes oath 

John Rudduck presenting Morgan Rooke from Waimate High School his ribbon  

S P E C I A L  O L Y M P I C S  S C HO O L S  P R O G R A M M E 

-  S O U T H  C A N T E R B U R Y  &  N O R T H  O T A G O 


